
Vaccines siven in qpecial circumstanceq
Snecialist advice

General practices may receive requests from specialist physicians to administer immunisations that do
not f i t  general  DoH guidance. These recommendations are based on special ist  knowledge ref lect ing
both best pract ice and an individual 's immunisat ion needs. Therefore this advice should be fol lowed
unless the rat ionale behind i t  is unclear when i t  may be quest ioned, For example some UK paediatr ic
vaccinologists and immunologists recommend pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (Prevenar),  for
chi ldren over 5 years who have received chemotherapy (usual ly only given to the underf ives).
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Vaccsl ine has been receiving cal ls about this issue. Inf luenza and pneumococcal vaccinat ion is
recommended for chi ldren and adults who are immunocompromised due to chemotherapy. Whi le
their  response to vaccinat ion maybe subopt imal,  the benef i t  of  immunisat ion is that i t  can reduce the
severi ty of disease for these pat ients.  This year the inf luenza vaccines contain three new strains to
reflect those that are expected to be circulating this winter. Between the ages of 6 months and 12
years/ two doses of inf luenza vaccine are required i f  receiving inf luenza immunisat ion for the f i rst
t ime. More detai ls of  al l  c l in ical  r isk groups requir ing inf luenza and pneumococcal immunisat ion,
dosage and schedule are given in the relevant chapters of the Green Book and CMO letter which can
be downloaded a t :

ltttp: I lwwrr,t.rJlz.,;av.uk/enl?ublichealthltl*.althtsr*t*ctionlltrlxu*isatz*nf #ireerslsrstskli*<lev.,htm
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The Oxford Vaccine Group are currently carrying out a study using a Men B vaccine aimed at
protecting infants from meningitis caused by meningococci serotype B. In this study, infants receive
Infanrix Hexa in place of Pediacel as the study is being carr ied out across Europe where Hep B is often
rout inely given. Infanrix Hexa contains DTaP/HepB/IPV/Hib. OVG contacts each pract ice and chi ld
health depaftment with detai ls of  any chi ld immunised as part  of  one of their  studies. When
recording vaccines administered, al l  ant igens should be entered along with the batch number and
name q! ne.

Upcoming lmmunisation Tnmining
Oxfordshire 25th Feb 2009

Immunisation Study Day

Contact: Kay Hewer, Training Administra-
tor  01865 336815 or

Buckklghamshire 27th Fefraog

New ski l ls for immunisers

Contact: ftucation, learning & develop-
ment

07296 310117

Berkshire Contact Learning and Development for
forthcoming immunisation training

Contact :  Sarah Manning,  Booking Admin-
is t rator  0118 949 5179

VACCSl ine has been running s ince Apr i l  2005 provid ing consistent
advice on chi ldhood & adul t  (non t ravel )  immunisat ions to heal th
professionals across Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes and
West Berkshire.

Immunisation enquiries in East Berkshire should continue to be
directed to Dr. Marilyn Lansley, Immunisation Co-ordinator for the
Berkshire East PCT either on her office number 01344 458109 or her
mobi le  0771 247 1375.  Her of f ice number may be g iven to pat ients.

For advice about adult travel immunisations, practit ioners are directed
to the National Travel Health Network and Centre - 0845 602 6772.
Monday  -  F r i day  9  -  12pm &2  -  4 .30pm.

VACCSline hours

Monday I tO.JOam to 4.l5pm

Tuesday | 9am to 4.l5pm

!\'ednesday I 9am to {.lSpm

Thursday | 9am to 4 pm

Friday | 9.30 am to 1.30 pm
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